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LETTER FROM...

Greetings from the West CAP Board of Directors and Staff;
We are pleased to present West CAP's Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2016.

At the onset, | should note the last West CAP Annual Report we produced was dated 2014, so you might
wonder what happened to 2015. Fair enough. This year we decided to tie our annual report to our fiscal ye:
which runs from July 1 through June 30th, instead of the calendar year as we have in the past. In that transi
tion, the first report to follow calendar 2014 is for the fiscal year beginning in July 2015 and ending in June
2016; and fiscal years tend to be named for the year that they end in, so here is our FY 2016 report. While v
were at it, we also decided that it made more sense to report the number of people served rather than the
number of households because we serve people, not houses.

So, in Fiscal Year 2016, West CAP assisted 25,942 people through its wide array of services. Once again, t
services we successfully acquired funding to provide last year included home weatherization, homelessness
prevention, temporary housing and case management for those needing to get their lives back on track, skill
and literacy training, help in purchasing a reliable and economical car, housing counseling and foreclosure
mitigation, safe, decent and affordable rental housing, rent assistance, energy assistance, and access to nee
food. In carrying out this work, West CAP also put $9.5 million to work in the local economy.

As you might imagine, helping people cope with, alleviate, and hopefully to escape poverty is difficult, challer
ing and often discouraging work. But in a country literally founded on the belief that life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness are inalienable rights, this is work that must be done. The fact that in just this small, rur
area, close to twentgix thousand people received our help, tells us that we have a long way to go to make
these founding American principles a reality for all who call this land home.

Now we turn to the future. This is a time of unprecedented unease and uncertainty on many-femaks

nomic, political, social, and environmentathich will greatly impact our low income families; often those of

us who have the fewest resources for resilience. So at West CAP, as we have done for over fifty years, we \
do whatever we can to ensure that low income families have a clear voice in the collective choir which make:
up this democracy, and which has the duty and responsibility to make our founding values a reality for all.

In the year ahead as in many years past, the Board and Staff of West CAP look forward to working with all o
you to help make this a great place to live for all who chose to call west central Wisconsin home.

Peter H. Kilde
Executive Director
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OUR MISSION

West Central Wisconsin Community Action Agency, Inc.
Serving Barron, Chippewa, Dunn, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, and St Croix Counties

The mission of West CAP is to take action against poverty by developing the
social and economic assets of lewcome families and their communities and
by working to create a more just and sustainable society.

Fiscal Year Ending in 2016 Total Clients Served: 25,942
Fiscal Year Ending in 2016 Total Economic Impact: $9,529,572

B Weatherization- 32 %
B Housing Assistance29.7 %
B Community Housing Developmentld %
B JumpStart/ldeal Aute 7.1 %
B Food Access & Resource8.3 %
St. Croix & Pepin County Energy Assistar&8

%

H Literacy & Skills Enhancemen®.5 %

S “Community Initiatives 0.1 %

West CAP Programs: ranked by % of total program expenditures

In some instances economic impact includes funding facilitated by West CAP but distributed by other

A 2 4 oA x

LI NIYSNR yR y20 NBFtSOUSR Ay 2Sad /1'tQa FAYylIyOA



DECADES OF IMPACT... AFEW HIGHLIGHTS

1965 - West Central Wisconsin Community Action Agency Inc. is born.
Jake Banks is the first Executive Director.

Programs for Employment & Training and Head Start begin.

1967 - Helping Hands marketed crafts for elderly & disabled
Persons.

1968 - Project "Outreach” - a hallmark of Community Action.

1969 - 1st Parent Child Center in the nation.

1971- The Tri-Coop built several panelized, bolt -together
houses.
A set of them served as Impact 7 offices in Turtle Lake.

1974- The 1st of the nationally CSA -funded Weatherization
programs.

From 1972- 1976, VISTA dentists and hygienists staffed a full -service
clinic, providing education and dental services to hundreds of
persons per year.

1976- Patrick Pesek-Herriges becomes Executive Director.
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During 1980 -1981 the "Energy Bus" was a highly visible presence at
County Fairs, schools and community events.

In 1982, West CAP conducted the first area -wide commodity
distribution.

1985 - Start -up of the 4 -year Teen Parent Program, combining work
experience and case management.

In 1986, West CAP completed "spin - off" of Family Planning to County \EST-CAp
Health departments. % o 99 ?:
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1990 - One of the first 24 CCDP Early Head Starts.
1991- West CAP locally invented the Supportive Housing Program.

1992 - The Jobs and Business Development Program started. Led to
105 business start -ups and 212 jobs.

1995 - TEFAP food distribution began at West CAP.
1995 - Peter Kilde is hired as Executive Director.

1999 - Start -up of the award -winning, nationally -recognized
JumpStart Program.

2001 - Completed renovation of the Crossroads building in
Menomonie which included a food business incubator and retalil
space for the Menomonie Market Food Co -op.

2002 - Start -up of Ideal Auto, non - profit dealership.
2004 - Purchased Stout Road office building in Menomonie.

2005 - Skills Enhancement program began. Adult Literacy
followed in 2009.

2002 -2009 Purchased or completed 7 multi  -family housing projects
including Glenwood Commons, 96 bed student housing in Rice Lake.

2010-C671)5<(6- <5 di%) <51><(1%$5 %/
Annie E. Casey Foundation.

2012 - Launched the Family Table home cooking and nutrition program.

2012 - Relocated the food pantry to the old grocery store building on
Main Street in Boyceville. Renovated 4 upper apartments by our Deep
Retrofit Program.

2014 - Client Amy Treptow is honored by the US Congress for her sub -
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50" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

October 15, 2015 beginning at 4:30pm at the Terrace Red#wW-Stout Memorial Student Center

The evening began with speaker Patrick Pddekiges, former West CAP Executive Director and Senior
Planner-& . I 01 G2 GKS t NBa9gySiyvi dzNEa @ [/NJt2 ya t({2KES NJileféT  ¥F ¢
current West CAP Executive Directat [ 22 1 Ay 3 C2NB I NRY ¢KS wSIt aSlkyAa
finished up with guest speaker Michael Perry, New York Times Bestselling Author, Humorist, and Singer/
Songwriter-@ 2 K2 2 LJAPDPI 2 6 QR ¢ KI G | F LIISY ¢




Guest Speakar Michael Perry, New York Times Bestselling Author, Humorist, and Singer/Son

aAOKI St t SNNEQa o0 S kapdaliidn #8pTfusk: ALV BRI ahdyisitingl ZRISHis

first book for young reader3he Scavengersias published in 2014 and first novel for adult read@&re

Jesus Cowyas released in May of 201Raised on a small Midwestern dairy farm, Perry put himself through
nursing school while working on a ranch in Wyoming, then wound up writing by happy accident. He lives wit
his wife and two daughters in rural Wisconsin, where he serves on the local volunteer fire and rescue service
and is an intermittent pig farmer. He hosts the nationd@llyd y RA OF 6 SR a ¢Sy d {K2¢ wl
a humorist, and tours with his band the Long Beds (currently recording their third aloum for Amble Down
Records). He has recorded three live humor albums includewgr Stand Behind A Sneezing @od/The
Clodhopper Monologueand can be found online atww.sneezingcow.com.




